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theatre, particularly the Guard and Re-
serve, which never get the attention
that they should, shame on us. Shame
on us.

The impact of these head injuries on
our soldiers is serious, and with the ex-
plosions that are occurring, we are los-
ing 80 percent of those who have lost
their lives, 80 percent of our soldiers
have died from IEDs, which are explo-
sive devices, or from sniper shots to
the back of the head, 80 percent. So the
individual soldier is receiving these
wounds largely in the head area, or if
they have heard the explosive devices
going off, they have had damage some-
times inside the head that you can’t
see. You can’t see. So the Department
of Defense should have a policy not to
redeploy unless that soldier is reexam-
ined.

It’s almost like having shaking baby
syndrome is what Mrs. Eckhart said to
me, where after a baby has been dam-
aged, unless they are really examined,
sometimes you can’t tell that there has
been brain damage. It’s no different for
our soldiers. She begged me to change
the policy of the Department of De-
fense in this regard.

In addition to that, I met so many
soldiers who had come home because
the unit returned in 2005, who had
other symptoms that are not being
treated. There is PTSD inside this par-
ticular battalion, but are doctors eas-
ily available to them? No. And are they
available locally? No. If they are forced
to travel somewhere because they are
Reserve members, they have got to
take off work. Guess what. They have
to lose their pay because they have to
go to get taken care of at a hospital 2,
3, 4 hours away from them. That’s
wrong. Those services should be pro-
vided to our soldiers when they are ill,
particularly if they have something
like PTSD, which demands such careful
attention from a neuropsychiatrist and
the distribution of medicines and the
kind of therapeutic care that is impor-
tant for them.

Another soldier came up to me. He
had ripped cartilage and tendons in his
knee. He has been home for over 1%
years. He said, Congresswoman, why
didn’t the DOD operate on me while I
was in theater? He said, When I came
home, they discharged me. He said,
You know what? I came home. I am
now in the Reserve. For me to get this
taken care of, I will be off work for
week. He said, I can’t afford to do that.
He said, Why didn’t they tell me? Why
didn’t they tell me to take care of it
while I was under the umbrella of the
Department of Defense?

The PTSD and neurological disorders
just in that unit, now that people have
been home, while we were at the cere-
mony, several F-16 jets which are based
near a school overhead, you could just
see the reaction of the soldiers.

I would invite the President of the
United States to urge the Senate of the
United States to move that legislation
so that we can move the resources we
need into the Department of Veterans

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Affairs and take care of the veterans of
this country, over 100,000 of whom have
come home now who are injured.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. RES. 734, EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE HOUSE REGARD-
ING WITHHOLDING OF INFORMA-
TION RELATING TO CORRUPTION
IN IRAQ

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110-382) on the
resolution (H. Res. 741) providing for
consideration of the resolution (H. Res.
734) expressing the sense of the House
of Representatives regarding the with-
holding of information relating to cor-
ruption in Iraq, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2102, FREE FLOW OF INFOR-
MATION ACT OF 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110-383) on the
resolution (H. Res. 742) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2102) to
maintain the free flow of information
to the public by providing conditions
for the federally compelled disclosure
of information by certain persons con-
nected with the news media, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, let
me seek unanimous consent that my
colleagues will have 5 days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject matter of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MITCHELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———

THE PRESIDENT'S VETO OF BI-
PARTISAN CHILDREN’S HEALTH
INSURANCE BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased once again to host the Con-
gressional Black Caucus message hour
on Monday, the first hour of the week.

In the past weeks we have talked
about all kinds of issues affecting the
American people and have focused on
issues particularly affecting African
American families. Once again, how-
ever, we are compelled to this week
focus in on the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program, which the Presi-
dent chose to veto a couple weeks ago.
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This week on the floor of the House
we will again be debating SCHIP and
the President and our effort to override
that veto. I am confident that my col-
leagues will join me in overriding that
veto because they understand the im-
portance of children in the United
States having health care.

I am joined this evening by several of
my colleagues who will be speaking on
this very issue. And I also want to say
on behalf of the Chair of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, CAROLYN CHEEKS
KILPATRICK, who appointed me to lead
this message hour, I want to thank the
American public for listening in to our
messages.

I am pleased at this time to yield to
my colleague, my good friend, and my
sister from Oakland, California, Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first let me
thank the Chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Congresswoman CARO-
LYN CHEEKS KILPATRICK, for her leader-
ship and for her vision in making sure
that really the conscience of America
is heard on these Monday nights. And
also let me thank Congresswoman
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES for her leader-
ship and for her vigilance and also, as
a member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, for her strong voice on behalf
of our country’s children.

I rise tonight in strong support for
overriding the President’s misguided
veto on the State Children’s Health In-
surance Program.

Does the President want to relegate
parents of sick children to frantic calls
to 911, late night visits to emergency
rooms, and tragic and preventable
deaths due to undiagnosed illnesses?
The Congress must say no and override
his veto Thursday so that our children
have access to regular checkups, pre-
ventative care, and a primary physi-
cian.

We must stand with the American
people who overwhelmingly support in-
creasing access to children’s health
care. We must stand with nearly every
single health organization, every single
children’s organization in America,
like the American Medical Association,
the American Academy of Pediatrics,
the Children’s Defense Fund, Easter
Seals, the March of Dimes, and count-
less others who support their bill be-
cause they all understand the dev-
astating impact of being uninsured.

We must stand with the largest
health insurance trade association in
the country, America’s Health Insur-
ance Plans, who praised expanding the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram as a vital step in ensuring the
health security of millions of Amer-
ica’s children.

Sadly, I believe, like many of us be-
lieve, that the President is totally dis-
connected from the reality of our chil-
dren’s lives. He has asked Congress for
another $190 billion, $190 billion, to
fund his occupation of Iraq, while he
has vetoed a fraction of that amount
for our children. This is a shortsighted
assault on our Nation’s children, and
we cannot stand for it.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-15T11:56:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




